
THE INDEX. Lingering Death MetedÜ I POPULAR SCIENCE gS Out to Negro Criminal
4ZTEC. NEW MEXICO

A Soua Dakota editor ra'.ls tae
rival newspaper In Lis town his "con
templuary."

Marconi says he has succeeded in

t legrap.iirg across the ocean without
wires. Now for Mars.

The czar's rules for editors makes
the reporter a superfluous appendage
to a Russian newspaper.

There are not lacking indication?
that In his arbitrament against us
King Oscar flipped a copper.

It can't really lie so expensive liv-

ing at Atlantic City. Hetty Green
has gone tl.ere for her health.

Now they are going to teach all the
modern languages by machinery. This
should make talk ftill cheaper.

Pictures of Gen. I'riho-Urib- show-tha- t

he is not such a terrihlelookirg
fellow as his name would had one to
infer.

Count Iionl de lias an
overcoat which cost $ll,oiui. The
price if his new corsets is not
named.

News from New Yolk and Paris is
to the effect that t ie arrogant chauf-

feur is beginning to get what is com-

ing to him.

A raisin trust has been formed.
This is especially discouraging, com-

ing just as the mince pie season is
o be Inaugurated.

Chancellor Andrews believes the
ilevil is ia football. A desperate
'.cam might look further for a center
rusa and fare worse.

A woman was arrested In Denver for
voting three times, and yet men Insist
that women do not understand the
real use ot the ballot.

If John Hull can settle the Irish
question for pood by a cash invest-

ment of 1,111111,1 mi ho will be mak-
ing an excellent bargain.

In that hotbed of fashion, Newport,
there are forty-tw- cases on the di-

vorce docket, and the good Lord only
knows how many that ought to be
there.

It has been found that antitoxin
will cure rattlesnake bite.?. It isn't
likely, however, that the new cure
will make much headway In Ken-

tucky.

Marie Corelll has referred to Mr
Carnegie as a "poor human biped."
Still, she must admit that he has done
a good deal for people who write
books.

Some scientist has calculated that
man is subjected to 1.212 different
kinds of diseases. He generally has
them all along about this time of the
year, too.

What dos it matter if the Missouri
Valley Homeopathic association did
pass a resolution condemning the kiss?
Who cares for kissing In homeopathic
doses, anyway?

If Alfred Austin really thinks that
"great poetry Is the surest antidote
for the prevailing virus of material-
ism," what Is he trying to do to the
world, anyhow?

Kisses have been pronounced vi n

sanitary in nearly every quarter of
Ihe globe, but up to the present time
ro physician has dared discover
microbes in a wink.

Sir Thomas Upton might save
considerable expense and achieve a
better result by purchasing one of the
old American cup defenders instead
if building Shamrock III.

Ah Joke, a maniac Chinese, ran
amuck in Marysville the other day,
and the residents of that worthy town
are looking for the fellow who gave

the coolie his name. San Francisco
Call.

A Cincinnati judge has granted n

man a divorce because Ills wife in-

sisted on having ;. dog sleep in the
bed with them. So say we all! That
ought to be a good law anywhere, at
any time.

Ambitious youths should not jump
hastily to the conclusion that the
quickest and surest way to get rich
's to become a burglar or train rob-

ber. Occasionally one of these fel-

lows Is nabbed.

No provision has been made for
paying the members of the anthra-cit-

coal strike commission. This is

case where the prayers and grati
Judo of the whole people ought to be

sufficient compensation.

It Is all very well to work up excite
mont about the statement of that Chi-

cago clergyman who refuses to per
form the marriage ceremony for less
than $lo, but the man who can't afford
to pay that price In the United State-- f

America ought, for the woman's
Fake, to be doomed to single blessed
ness until he can.

A Tiffin young woman has read the
Uible through twenty-thre- times in

that many years. Others might fol-

low her lead even though the paper
covered literature received a slight.

A Parisian editor has kicked a

marquis who slapped his face. I

this case the man who had a ki'
coming to lilm gave It to the othe,
?eIlow, appropriately enough.

One of Mark Hanna's daughters Is

lo marry a newspaper man. In the
Hanna family riches will only exist
during the Mark generation.

In twenty-si- years the Atlantic has
swallowed up 2,257 fishermen of Glou-

cester. It is not without cause tiat
the great sea makes moan.

A Simple Safety Device.
Gasoline, owing to its dangerous

.ature, is a product against which lc- -

surance companies make stringent
tiles, permitting only a small stock
to be kept in a building. To over-
eóme this a very Ingenious device
has been adopted by a concern in
Naugatuck. Conn. In the street in
front of the store three feet below
the surface, is placed a tank holding
ten barrels. This Is filled with gaso-

line through a manhole. From the
tank runs a pipe into the cellar
and up to the store floor, where a
forre pump is fastened to it. At the
end of a forte pump is a cock. When
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gasoline Is wanted the cock Is opened
and the handle of the pump is worked
i' ii til the required amount is obtained.
Then the cock is closed, preventing
dripping.

Transparence and Invisibility.
Lord Hayleigh mints out that per-

fectly transparent objects are only
visible by virtue of Il

lumination. The moment we arrive
at uniform Illumination they become
absolutely Invisible to the eye, a fact
which forcibly illustrates our optical
limitations. Professor It. V. Wood,
of Johns Hopkins University, Haiti-more- ,

has devised a method by mean3
of which uniform Illumination can

be obtained and transparent objects
made to disappear. His apparatus con-

sists of a hollow glass globe, the
outer surface of which Is painted with
Halmaln's luminous paint, mixed with

hot Canada balsam; inside Is placed

the object, and the hollow is viewed
through a small hole drilled In the
coating. If the inner surface bo ex-

posed to bright daylight, sunshine or

electric light, and the globe be then

taken Into a dark room, a crystal ball,
or the cut glass stopper of a decanter,
placed Inside, will lie found to be in-

visible through the aperture, a uni-

form blue glow filling the space, anil
only the closest scrutiny will reveal

the presence of a solid object.

Purification of Water by Ozone.
An examination of tho results ob-

tained In the purification of water by

treatment with ozone has just been
concluded by Drs. Ohlmuler and

Prall, on behalf of the German Impe-

rial health department. The appa-

ratus used was capable of treating
ten cubic metres of water per hour.
The water was sprayed through a
hose to a bed of pebbles, beneath
which ozonized air was forced under
pressure. The down flowing water
thus came Into very Intimate contact
with the up flowing current of air.
Ilacteriological examinations were
made both before and after treat-
ment, while the effect c! the process
on the color, clearness and taste of

thn water jvs alfio observed. Tko
bacteria which survived appeared to

he of a specially resistant type, since
their number was not reduced by pro-

longing the ozanlng action. It was
found that the whole of the patho-

genic bacteria was entirely de-

stroyed by the process. None of the
germs of cholera or typhus species
survived. The process Improves the
color of the water and has no bad
effect on tho taste. The cost is given
at about 5 cents per thousand gallons,
one-thir- of which represents the ac-

tual cost of ozonizing.

Anthracite Coal Supply.
The use of hard coal has become so

common that It Is hard to comprehend
how the community could be satisfied
with soft coal. Yet the available sup-

ply of anthracite In America Is so
small that unless some other fuel be
discovered, the use of bituminous coal
must prevail within seventy-fiv- years
at the most. The anthracite fields of

Pennsylvania will be exhausted within
seventy-fiv- years and there is no oth-

er deposit of the sort in the United
State. of any importance. Europe has
very little anthracite. Most of tho
Welsh coal Is bituminous, though the
coal of the west "i n part of tho South
Wales field is haul coal. China has
vast fields, however, ( ( in pared with
which our Pennsylvania field is but a

dot on the map. The China fields un-

derlie ih square miles in Hunan,
Hunan and east Shansi.

Oerrsied's Experiment.
An electric current running

through a wire will change the posi-

tion of a compás., needle placed near
the wire. Tho experiment can be
carried out with simple material In

the following way:
Take a glass filled with water, a

'jroad tumbler or champagne glass
filled half way with water, In which
a handful of salt has been dissolved,
a teaspoon, a fork with a metal
handle, some corks in pieces the
size of a cherry stone, a sewing
needle, and a strip of zinc eight
inches long by r of an
a ch wide. After electrifying the
needle with the help of the magnet,
by rubbing It over the steel, always In
the same direction, make the needle

wlm on the surface of the water In
the large glass by laying It on a nar
row strip of paper. One end of the

needle will point north. Place the
teaspoon over the glass above the
needle, and pointing in the same
direction. Tie tho pieces of cork In
a piece of linen and around the
handle of the fork, and dip It into the
salt water, while you place the teeth

f the fork on ore end of the tea-
spoon. Place one end of the strip of
z'nc on another place on the

while you dip the other end in
the salt water without touching the
Jeces of cork. As soon as the zinc
is put in the water an electric current
Is formed, and the swing needle Is
forced out of its former position, to
return to it as soon as .the zinc is
taken out of the water.

Develop Electric Power.
Tho engineers who, in the Interest

of tho Continental Trust Company of
Ilaltimore, Md., have been investi-
gating the possibility cf usir.g tho
Susquehanna river for the develop-
ment of great electrical power, as la
done at Niagara, have reported fa-

vorably. Plans for the work have
been completed, with the exception
of certain details of hydraulic en-

gineering. It Is proposed to furnish
light and power to Haltimore and
many other towns In the northern
part of the state between that city
and the river, and also Elkton, Wil-

mington, Del., and other points east
of the river. The Continental Trust
Company, which has an option on

the purchase of the United Electric
& Power Company of Baltimore until
Nov. 15, will soon close tho deal, in-

volving nearly $1,000,000. A new
company will probably bo formed to
take this and other lighting and
power companies as part of the

power plan.

Safety Stop for Elevators.
Owing to numerous accidents caus-

ed by the dropping of elevators In
i fllee and other buildings the laws
governing the erection of new build-
ings and controlling elevators in
cities now require some sort of a
safety device to prevent the fall of a
car or reduce the shock to a minimum
thould the cable chance to break.
The apparatus illustrated in the draw-
ing Is Intended for use in old build-
ings, where the saving of money is
desirable, as well as for the equip-
ment of new bi; 'ings.

The invention consists of a pair of
toothed racks, which are secured on
opposite sides of the elevator well In
proximity to the guide rails, together
with the frame attached to that car
and carrying a pair of spur gear
vheels. Heneath the car will be seen

a wedge-shape- projection, nnd It is

this which steps the car when the
table breaks.

Tho frame carrying the wheel
hangs normally low enough to keep
the wheels out of touch with tho
wedge, but upon the breakage of the
cable the car is wholly unsupported
end begins to fall rapidly, while tho
friction of the teeth In the racks re-

tards tho speed of the wheels, which
toon allows the wedge lo drop be-

tween them. As this edge ent;rs be-

tween the teeth it clogs the wheels
and brings the car to a stop, support-
ing its weight on the racks on cither
side of the well. The inventor of thl3
epparatus is William Fehler of Moud-tainvill-

Pu.

Motion Through the Ether.
Physicists have concluded that thft

earth in its motion does not drag the
ether along with It, nnd thus each
body on tho earth's surface, in virtue
of its motion with the earth, is trav-
ersed by a stream of ether. The ques-
tion thus arises: Dees light travel
through such a body with the Eame
speed along the stream of ether as it
docs against it, or across it? The ex-

periments of Mk.iolson and Morley In
America lead to an affirmative answer
for air. Lord Rayleigh, in England,
has obtained the same answer as to
liquids and is row engaged on a

in respect to the phenomena
relating to solids.

Regulating Wireless Telegraphy.
A Berlin dispatch says that Count

Arco, one of the Inventors of the
Slaby-Arc- system of wireless tel-

egraphy, has been appointed a dele-
gate to the International conference
on wireless telegraphy proposed by
the German government. Count Arco
says the adoption of international
regulations for wireless telegraphy is
entirely practical from a technical
point of view. The Slaby-Arc- o Com-

pany will soon erect a station In
France In order to receive messages
from Atlantic liners.

Alcohol for Illumination.
Alcohol Is coming into considerable

uso for illumination In France. The
flame Is made luminous by the addi-
tion of coal oil or crude benzine, or
the ordlhary s flame Is
used to give Incandescence to a Wels-bac-

mantle. Some lamps have from
GO to 800 candle power. The best of
the burners yield about 30 candle
power hours per ounce of alcohol.

All to Have Electric Light.
Electricity for lighting coaches has

passed the experimental state with
the Pennsylvania railroad and its
main line connections. All new
coaches hereafter will be equipped
with electric lights and storage bat-
teries, and many of the old coaches
will be sent to the shops for the In-

stallation ot electric systems.

"One of the most singular lynchlngs
I ever saw," said a visitor from an ad-

joining state, "happened a number ot
years ago, and I suppose there are but
few persons alive now who recall the
strange facts of the case. Burning ne-

groes was not In vogue then It was
even a rare thing to hear of a first-clas- s

hanging. Of course, men had
the habit then, as they have it now,
of putting black men out of the way
when they resorted to shocking vio-

lences, but they went about it in a

different way.
Coming to my story, I suppose It Is

the only Instance in the history of the
country when such a unique method
of disposing of a negro was employed.
The crime which which the negro was
charged was heinoiis of that kind
which is said to justify summary pun-

ishment. It was committed near the
bank of a river. There was no ques-
tion about the negro's guilt. He made
a complete confession, and said he de-

served death for the awful crime he
had been guilty of. For a while the
mob did not know Just how to pro-
ceed. It was some time before the
frenzied men who surrounded the ne-

gro could make up their minds as to
the best method of procedure. Hang-
ing was suggested- - "Shoot him,' said

of
to

Tot one cannot, from the stand-
point of future history writing, reckon
the value of the newspaper of to day
In terms of the unwieldy bulk of its
materials. And despite garish color-
ing and distorted perspective the daily
newspaper does reflect life and make
history In a sense" that is true of it
alone; all the more, perhaps, for the
exaggerated emphasis it puts upon
news as news and for the often absurd
category of its classification. Partly
because of Its .success and partly
because of Its its meth-
ods have come to obsess the periodical
press to a surprising extent, writes a
contributor to Scribner's. Evident
witness of this Is given by the care-
fully prepared paragraphs of news
summary, a now familiar feature of
the weekly paper largely displacing
the editorial in importance. These
news-summar- paragraphs are extend-
ed to the occasional monthly, while
the ordinary monthly magazine of mis-
cellaneous aim surrenders an increas-
ing space to sub-
jects nnd to the reports and comments

of

More and more we are becoming a
nation of coffee ilrlnkers. Tho Im-

ports of coffee have almost doubled
within the past tea years, having in-

creased from &6; .469,668 pounds in
1892, to pounds last
year. In the same time, far from
there being an increase in the Im-

ports of tea, there has been an actual
decrease from 89,061,287 pounds to
75.579,125 pounds.

Coffee measured by value is the
second most important of our agricul-

tural imports. Our supply is derived
chiefly from Brazil, and as a result of
this trade, Brazil sends us more agri-

cultural products than any other
country in the world. We, therefore,
furnish a splendid market for this
Brazilian export, while we find in that
country no such market for any of

SMASH-U- WOULD BE COSTLY.

Many Millionaires Ride on New York
Suburban Train.

The "billion dollar express," as it is
tailed, on the Morrlstown branch of

the Lackawanna ra'lroad, is one of

toe finest suburban trains in the
world. It derives its name from the
number of very rich men that regular-
ly ride on it. The truin leaves Morris-tow- n

every business morning at 8:22,
and returns in the afternoon at 4

o'clock. It is vestihuled and carries
two cars, known as club cars, which
aro rented from the company by

those who occupy them.
Each member has a chair reserved

for him. The club car Is divided
into a smoking main
parlor and toilet room. The lighting
Is by electricity. The train, which
takes fifty-thre- e minutes for the
thirty-fiv- e mile run from Morris
Plains to Hoboken, is in charge of
Conductor David Sanderson and En-

gineer Benjamin Day, both of whom
aro veterano In the Lackawanna ser-

vice.
Some of the millionaires who regu-

larly ride on this train are Luther
Kountzc, the banker; Richard A.

president of the Mutual Life

Insurance Company; Charles F. Cut-

ler, president of the New York nnd
New Jersey Telephone Company;

Frederic Cromwell, II. B. Claflin, the
dry goods merchant; Wheeler H.
Peckham, the lawyer; Otto H. Kahn
cf Kahn, Loch & Co., bankers; II.
McK. Twombly, Charles Scrihner, and
many others. New York 'World.

REAL SEA SERPENTS CAUGHT.

Monsters of the Ocean Taken Off the
Japanese Coast.

Two sea serpents, a male and a fe-

male, one forty-eigh- t feet long and
tho other measuring thirty-nin- e feet,
were killed recently by fishermen off

tho Japanese coast, according to In-

formation brought to this country by

tho steamship Empress of India. The
todies were sent to Osaka, where
they arrived on August 30, and were
placed on exhibition. In the carcass
of one of the serpents were found

the remains of a human being. The
fishermen had a long, desperate fight
with the serpents, and several nearly
lot their lives, but finally dragged

them to tho shore In their nets, in
which they had become entangled.
They bellowed with rage'. and finally
were killed by many rifle shots. The
showman who bought the treasses

another member of the group. "Burn
him,' cried another, and so it went on.
Finally some fellow made a suggestion
which met with the approval of the
mob.

"It was to chain the negro In a
large boiler, weight it down so it
would giadually sink and cast him
adrift on the river. It was In the
dead hour of the night when they
floated out to the middle of the stream
with the negro, and the boiler and the
weights which would sink it He wa3
carefully chained in the boiler so
there was no possible chance oi
escape. Then the weights were piled
In and the poor wretch was cast adrift
on the waters.

"Nothing could be heard but the
screams of the manacled negro and
tho dip and splash of the oars as the
lynchers made their way back to the
shore from which they had embarked
on the gruesome mission. As the skiff
shoved Its bow Into the muddy bank
and the pullefl-l- oars rattler over its
sides, a wild gurgling shriek was
heard adown the stream, and then a
sad, listless silence spread over the
waters, and the only sound to bo
heard was the muffled crunch of the
lynchers' feet as they tugged up tho
frowalng embankment."

Value the Newspaper
Future Historians

Imperfections,

contemporaneous

Coffee the Universal
Drink Americans
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compartment,

of men who have seen important hap-

penings, or who have been them-

selves a part of them. Novel and high-

ly useful as all this "material" will
prove to the historian of the future,
embarrassing in its riches and long
accessible (since the periodical press,
weekly and monthly, Is printed on
durable paper), it yet cannot take the
place of the daily newspaper's first
hand impressions. These have a char-

acteristic freshness, crude but realis-
tic, that the other must lack, a quality
that counts for much in determining
values in a picture. As tho historian
of seeking what is vital in the
past, turns from records, documents
and state papers to gossipy letters
and diaries even though biased and
malicious so the historian of the fu-

ture might turn from the most judi-

cial of chronicles and the most pains-

taking of recollections to tho spicy
first reports as they appeared on the
yellowest page of a "yellow" journal.

The selfish person is quick to
cept the generosity of others.

our products. Thus, while in the first
eight months ot 1902 we imported
lrom Brazil products to the value oi
?49,139,082, we only sent her by our
oxportB of both domestic and foreign
merchandise articles to the value of
$7,337,111. Nor Is this condition true
of Brazil alone. From the whole ol

South America, In the first eight
months of this year, we received im-

ports amounting to $75,141,234, while
our exports to that continent were
only $24,987,918. Still, It is not fair
to arguo that Brazil is doing nothing
lor us, as she Is furnishing our peo-

ple with coffee at an extremely low
price, and to the average American
coffee is one of the necessities of life.

The business instinct frequently
takes the form of au easy conscience.

purposes to take them to Tokio for
tho inspection of the emperor, who
has expressed a desire to see them.
On the heads of each serpent were
lorty-fou- r fangs, the longest of which
was seven inches. They also had
ears about two feet long and a horn
cn the forebear".

DIDN'T LOSE ON THE DEAL.

Cut What the Frenchman Said Is Not
Recorded.

Wo had been hunting for ducks cn
the upper Schrocm river, and had
failed to bag a single one. We were
warm, tired and disgusted, and in the
mood when a hunter will kill "any-
thing," when, paddling around a bend
of the stream, we saw a little clearing,
a log camp, and a long, lank old
woodsman who was seated on the
bank complacently smoking a corncob
pipe. Directly In front cf him a flock
of tame ducks were swimming in the
river.

"Heavens and earth! I've a good
mind to take a shot at those tamo
ones," said my friend. Then raising
his voice ho called out to the man on
the bank:

"I'll give you a dollar if you'll let
me have a shot at those ducks.

"Hand over your dollar fust."
It was done, and my friend let fly

both barrels, almost annihilating the
flock.

"You didn't make much on that
deal," said my friend.

"Oh, I dunno. I don't care. They
ain't my ducks. They b'long to the
Frenchman up tho river." New York
Times.

Partridge of Strange Breed.
A rather curious case has occurred

on a shooting preserve in England. A
fowl laid five eggs In some rough grasp
In an old pasture near one of the farm
steads and a partridge took to the
nest and. laid in it. She hatched four
of the fowl's eggs, but none of her
own, seven being loft In the nest. The
foreman's wife carried the four chick-

ens into the farmyard, but the par
tridge very soon fetched them back
again Into the field, and they subse-
quently remained with hor, spurning
the domesticity of their farmyard rel
atives. On their being approached
their foster mother would fly away
to a respectful distance and on In-

truders retiring would return to her
charges.

They are not always optimists that
smile together.

Vie Too.
W could not fee the sunlight yesterdar.
We were too full of bitterness and pain.
And 1 shall never see your face again.

For love has crept away.
We could not hear the wren's glad vokes

sing.
Our hearts were cold and deaf; we coull

not see
The fairy bower made for you and ma.

For grief dl nmed everything.

We did not know the beauty of that
placo.

Nor the soft gems upon the flowers, nor
knew

The charm of that last hour for me and
you.

For tears were on your face.

O Love, dear Love, spring's days grow
old and gray.

And shaJows Heck the woods and we
must go

Lonely nnd desolate through vales of
snow

Since Love has crept away!

Eggs Within Eggs.
A reader sends to the Manchester

Dispatch this Interesting photograph
of an egg curio served up to him at

breaiuast the other morning. On
cracking the shell of what was ap-

parently an ordinary egg, he discov-

ered that an enterprising fowl had
presented him with a double supply.
The double-yoke- egg Is by no means
uncommon, but In the above picture it
will be seen that the fowl has gono
one better, enclosing one complete egg
within another after the manner of tho
Chinese box puzzle.

Tree an Inquisitor.
One of the most deadly trees in tho

world Is to be found In Madagascar,
where It Is known as the tangen tree.
Its scientific name is tanghinia vene-
nífera, the latter word signifying
poisonous.

By the natives it is regarded with a
sort of horror, and for excellent rea-
sons. For centuries it was the cus-

tom to use the fruit of the tangen for
the purpose of ascertaining whether
criminals charged with grave offenses
were guilty or not.

In each case the prisoner was
brought into court, and the judge
thereupon solemnly handed him a
fruit from a tangen tree and told him
that if ho ate it and it did hltn no
harm he would be considered Inno-
cent, but that if it killed him he
would bo considered guilty. As there
is a great deal of poison in the fruit
it can readily be seen that very few,
If Indeed any, were able to pass
through this ordeal unscathed.

It la said that some criminals who
had great political influence or con-

siderable wealth managed to escapo
through the connivance of the judges;
but, on the other hand, tho criminal
records tell of many cases In which
prisoners died a horrible death very
soon after they had eaten the noxious
fruit.

More civilized methods of Jurisdic
tion now prevail In Madagascar, but
though this barbarous custom Is ob-

soleto, the tangen tree is regarded
with almost as much aversion as it
ever was. A proof of this may be
found in the fact that a French natur-
alist recently tried to obtain some
branches and fruit of the trees, but
though he asked several natives to aid
him in the search, he was unable to
obtain the slightest asslstanco from
any of them.

Spiders Set the Style.
Two centuries ago missionaries

taught the natives of Paraguay to
make lace by hand. The art has been
handed down from generation to gen-
eration, and In some of the towns bee-makin-

is the chief occupation. Al-

most all the women and children and
many of the men are engaged in it.
A Blngular fact about the Paraguayan
laces Is that the designs aro borrowed
from the curious webs spun by the

l spiders which abound in
that country. For this teason the lace
is called by the natives imndutl, an
Indian word that means "spider web."

Eleven Toe3 on a Foot.
There is a woman in Russia with

clev'jn toos on one foot. She is one

r.sfe'í'W'&ííáí ,

A Double Foot "X" Rayed.
of the daughters of a poor family liv
ing In the territory of Ljublin. Tho
four outer toes are normally devel
oped, but In place of the ordinary big
toe Is a shortened and smaller one. It

3 at this point that the deformity
begins. There are six superfluous
toes. Of these two are well developed.
but instead of being neo they are
united by a piece of skin, and of the
remaining four toes there are parallel
wjth each other and tho fourth Is
turned off at an angle. With the ex
ception of this last one all the toes
are moveable, and the X rays show
that all except tho fifth and eleventh
have each three distinct bones.

Uses a Golden Washboard.
A golden washboard, with a golden

har of soap, Is In possession of Mrs
' . J. Hern, who has arrived at Seat-
tle, from Skagway, en routo to South
ern California.

Mrs. Horn is wealthy now, but there

was a time, and not so very long feo.
when gold was a stranger to her purse.
Now that It is all over she laughs at
her hardships, and washes her little
laces and finery on a golden board.

In 1896 she went to Skagway and by
washing clothes earned enough money
to grubstake her husband, who went
to the Klondike In the rush ot that
year.

She followed him later to a claim on
the Bonanza, which made him rich
after it had been developed. She had
a washboard made of their gold as a
symbol of her struggles to help her
husband. New York Journal.

Fourth Wife He Bought Runs Away.
James Dargera of Pittsburg has been

committed to jail on complaint of Gas-

par Scalia.
About Sept. 5 Dargera agreed to get

Scalia a wife for $125. Shortly after-
ward he Introduced a pretty Italian
girl by the name of Santa Bonsittl to
Scalia and the two were wedded amid
great festivities.

The bridegroom swore at the hear-
ing that he had paid Bargera the $125
agreed upon. Next day, however, Sca-

lia alleges Bargera persuaded the
bride to run away. Since that timo he
has not seen his wife.

Scalia has been unfortunate, for all
of his three former wives left him
much in the same manner as the last.
All his wives, It Is said, were pur-

chased in the same way.

Moorish Imagery.
The specimen below in the Moorish

epistolary style, which comes from
Mr. Budgett Moakin's recent book,
"The Moors," and Is merely an invita-
tion to dinner, Is calculated to make
the Imaginative resources of our en
tertainers, who write on a visiting-card- ,

"Come and dine," look small
Indeed.

'To my gracious master, my re
spected lord:

'This evening, please God, when
the king of the army of stars, the sun
of the worlds, will turn toward the
realm of shades and place his foot in
the stirrup of speed, thou art besought
to lighten us with the dazzling rays of
thy face, rivalled only by the sun. Thy
arrival, like a spring breeze, will dis-

sipate the dark night of solitude and
isolation."

One Preparation for Death.
The subject of the accompanying

picture Is surely unique. It represents
an old Lancashire man sitting in his
bedroom beside his own coffin.

The old gentleman Is approaching
100 years of age, and has had his cof-

fin In readiness for about fifteen years.
Moreover, he made it in Its entirety
with his own hands, and Is proud to
show it you as being a piece of his
own handiwork, of which he need not
be ashamed. He assured the writer
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that it was both air-tigh- t and water
tight. He had tested It for both.

Bird's Nest of Steel Springs.
In the Museum of Natural History

nt Soleure, Switzerland, there is per
haps the most extraordinary bird's
nest in existence. It is made entirely
of steel.

In Soleure are many clockmakers'
shops, and in the yards of these
shops broken clock springs are often
thrown. A clockmaker one day saw
in a tree In his yard a peculiar kind
of nest, and upon further investigation
discovered that a pair of wagtails had
utilized the unused bits of steel lying
i.bout and built a home entirely ot
clock springs.

In size it measured more than four
inches across, and it was apparently '
as comfortable for its inmates as if
the usual materials had been em-

ployed. After the brood had beenu
reared the deserted nest was taiten to )

the museum, where it Is now exhib-
ited, a striking illustration of the
skill and ingenuity cf birds in turning
iheir surroundings to advantage.

A Remarkable Shot.
A peculiar incident happened at the

Yarran, Victoria, rifle ranges. A man
.vas taking aim at 400 yards, and just
ia ho fired several magple3 flew In
"ront of him, bout 200 yards distant.
The bullet struck one ot the magpies
and brought it to the ground, nnd a
nillseye was registered by the marker
:'or the shot. A bullseyo and "mag.
pie" were thus scored for one shot.

Monster Wine Vat.
Astl, Cal., boasts of the largest wine

vat in existence. This monster vat,
recently built on the property of the
Italian-Swis- s Agricultural Colony, a
successful concern, is cut
in solid rock, being 84 feet in length,
34 feet wide, and 25 feet deep. Its
"apacity is something over half a mil-'io-

gallons of wine, being about three
times more capacious than any similar
vat known in the world.

Husband's Mean Trick.
A Brooklyn man had a spat with his

vife, and she deserted him. He offered
i reward of ten cents for Information
egarding her whereabouts. The small
eward made her Indignant, and she
eturned two days later to renew thepat, and "have it out with the mean
ellow."


